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0 R, A Proſpect of the 
Weauty and Excellency 


OF. THEN 


TuzAvENTY KINGDOM. F: 
EH 
: Pots Joy of the Bu zsszD Saints, 
in their Fruition of GOD in Glory : 
f ">.>. A309 
re Unavoidable Ruine and r 
+ to thoſe that fall ſhort of it. 
ER.  ASTALIO-.. 
5. what Means it is to be attained, and | 
even in this Life to have a ſenſible Feel- 
ing and Knowledge, in part of the Glory 
that ſhall be revealed to thoſe that con- 3 
4 Tinue in Well-doing. With an Encou- 
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ather rits 
eternal, fle Creator of all 

things; "when he ſent his only 
% begotten wo into- 12 word even from 
1 Boſom (the very nter o 

* and Happineſs) to die * I 

undoge Man; and not only to die, that he 
| age reſcue him from the Wrath to 


ve him from the Puniſhment he 
| - bot | ally 'merited by his wilful Diſobedience ; 
& that 4 many as belicted on him, mcghe 
And St. Paul 


n che that weare made Partakers of 


Y | Givi, if we bold the of our Con- 
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idenceſtedfaſt to the end, Rom. 3. 14. And 

if our Lot fall in fo fair a Land, if the Lord 
be our Portion and Heritage, (as he needs 
muſt be, if we are truly Partakers of him, and 
perſevere in well- doing) without doubt there 
remaineth there fore a Re; a Reſt tliat in- 
finitely tranſcends all Earthly. Joy, and 
Poe the People of God in Holy Love a- 
bove the thoughts or affections of all world ly 

things; and made the Kingly Prophet un- 
eaſie, even with the thoughts that he was not 
then in the poſſeſſion of what he fully expe- 
Red, and as if he was impatient to be kept 
from that cruel Reſt he ſo earneſtly longed 
for, and in his contemplation obliged him to 
exy out, as in a Rapture, Oh ! how amiabic are 
thy. Dwellings, thox Lord df Hoſts : Ae Soul 
longgth and panteth to enter imo thy Courts, 
Eſal. 84. 12. And for this Reſt it was, that 
St. Paul deſired to be diſſolved, and tg be 


with Chriſt, even in the Heavenly Zeruſalem, 


Which ſhineth with the brightneſs of God's 


Glory, as clear as Chryſtal, whoſe Buildings 


are of pure Gold, glitttering as Glaſs, whoſe 
Walls andFoundationsare of precious Stone, 
| Whoſe Gates are ſo many entire Pearls, whoſe 

Streets are paved with pure Gold; and in 


| thisReſt, where the Lamb's the Light there. 
Dr, and the Bratifick Vion is erer revealed 
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from the Throne of a= to his: Saints pe" 
Martyrs, and Confeſſors, to his Holy An- 
gels, and all the Quires of Heaven, it was 


* 


that the holy Men and Women, even the Peo- 


ple of God, ee e defired to be (having 


once had a proſpect, tho? but in part, K the 
Glory that ſhall be revealed, by the Eye of 
Faith:) In this, I fay, they , whea they 
| kiſſed the Stakes, "hugged their Deaths, and 
ran violently to the Flames and Torments, 
and accpunted ſcourgings, ſcorns, and all that 
the malice of Satan could raiſe up againſt 


them to be even the Ornament and Enamel 


| of theirB ies; and the Blood they ſhed for 
the ſake of Chriſt,to be as precious Ointment 


to embalm and ſecure them for a bleſſed im- 
mortality, even to the Reſt of the People of 
God. Had we lived in the primitive Times, 


during the Heathen Perſecutions, and ſeen 
_ thoſe glorious Martyrs triumphing over 
Death, whilſt they deſpiſed this Life. to be 
* joyned with Chriſt their Head, in a more ſtrict 
Union of Eternal and Eſſential Reſt, their 


very ſuffering would have inflamed us with 


1 - adeſire of being diſſolved, and made us con- 


temn and count as momentary and vain, all 


the trifling Glories of this World, ſeeing 
te Health of the Ri Shreous 1b 
2; Pſal. 37. 29. If we had ſeen St. Polycarp 


te Lord, 


A4 burning 


» x 


g e 25 Lanes e 
on. a e expoſed to Lyons, 
8. Sebaſtiat e with Arrows, Saint 


I * ; 2 . 1 3 about the Theatre with ſcorn 


base met the Paws of the Beaſts with. open 


unto his Death, for the Cauſe of . Jeſus 
Chriſt, for Religion, for God, and for q holy 
. Conſcience ; ; we ſhould have been in love 
With Flames, and have thought the Gridiron 
fairer than the Ribs of a Martial Bed, and 


Arms, eſteeming the Arrows to be Rays of 
Light, brighter than the Morn, and that the 


4 13 8 Dilgrace was a Solemnity more Magnifi- 


cent and Glorious than that of Mordeca?s 
Proceſſion when he rode upon the King's 
Horſe, clad in Robes of Majeſty; This, I 
ay, we ſhould have done, if we were truly 
 " vthe People of God, for whom the Reſt 1 
| have mentioned remains, even where the juſt. 
Men ſhall ſhige as the Sun, in the Kifigdom 


opt their Father, Mat. 13. 2. For though here 


good People are troubled and afflicted with 


many Croſfes, and even ſometimes through 
F 5-8 


weakneſs and frail ty ſubje& to Paſſions and 

| e ee Min e they ſhall be de- 
livered from the lumpiſh Heavineſs where- 
with they are clogged and incumbred in this 

© Life: They ſhall be ſatisfied with the Abun- 
e of Sod $ e he ſhall give ge rin : 
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e- - bearance, Gentleneſs, 3 Long ſuffe- 
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4 
Drink of his Pleaſure, azout of 'a River, - 
Pſal. 36. 8. And their Raiment ſhall be 
Robes 4? Righteouſneſs, whiter than Snow, 


_ whilſt, Aa. of Glory and Immortality 


far out- ſhining the brighteſt Stars, ſhall 


| | igcircle their Heads: There ſhall be no 


- Mourning er Lamentation heard, but uni 


verſal Joy ſhall flow like a mighty Stream, 


and the Voice of the Turtle ſhall be heard 
4 that Land; for there remainerh a Reſt ao 
We ＋ 6 od. . 


a In this was Holy David's hope and full 
relyance, when he ſaid, Tho fhalt guide me 
with thy Counſel , and afterward - receive 
me to thy Glory Whom heve 1 in Heaven 


but thee? And there is none upon Earth 


that I deſire beſide thee, Pſal. 73. 24. 25. 
Nay, even upon Earth there is a reſt to the 
People of God; there is a quietneſs of 
Mind; a Calm i in the midſt of a Tempeſt: 
Content even in all Conditions; account - 


ing themſelves only rich in Faith, aboun- 


ding in Meekneſs, Humility, Patience, For- 


a Glory to love Mer * Juſtice, and walk 
humbly with their God, chuſing to die dai- 


I U, that they may live hereafter, when. 


days 


= e e 
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EE os e (10 | 
days ſhall be no more; when Time ſhall 


be ſwallowed up in Eternity. O that 
Men would then be wiſe, and conſider this, 


even thoſe that run on in the ways of Sin, 


and fly (as it were) from the Reſt of the 


People of God, who tread the broad way to 
Death and everlaſting Woe, with greater, 
pains and difficulty than is required to reach 

the Happy Realms of Peace and Reſt, the 


| bleſſed Manſions of Eternal Life : For 
_ Chriſt bas declared, That his yoke ig eaſie 
and his burthen light; that he has living 


Water to comfort and refreſh them in their 
way; and that himſelf is the Bread of Life 
that came down from Heaven to ſupply 
their Fainting Souls, and relieve their Ne- 
ceſſities to fuch a degree, that they ſhall 


| | never hunger nor thrift after the empty and 
Airy Vanity, if they willingly and heartily 


ticipate of his Bounty: Yet ſome, like 


the Prodigal Son flying from his Father's 


Houſe, will rather {ſwallow the gilded 


Baits that Satan (the hardeſt of Maſters) 
_ lays before them, though they prove Woe 


and Bitterneſs in the end, though at laſt 


they are forced to feed upon Husks, and 
bewail their ſad Misfortunes, when the 


ſevere Citizen ſhall not allow any to feed 
them; and yet for all that, will not =p | 
Ca 8 5 wiſe 


E W c on 


ed 
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(11) | 
wiſe as he; in thinking of retnrniog to 


. him, who has yet a Reſt remaining, for 
thoſe that ary 8 of, and for ſake their 


Sins. 
O let PATH one of theſe take the wiſe 


Man's Counſel, before the Lord grow an- 


gry, and ſwear in his wrath, they ſhall not 


enter into his Reſt; who ſays, Provide thee 
4 Medicine before the Fear come, and ca- 


mine thy ſelf before Judgment, and ſo ſhalt 
thou find HOES in the fe le of God, 
Eccleſ. 8. 

It will 5 a ſad thing for any perſon to 
ſee, like the hardned Jews, People coming 


E. from the North, and from the Eaſt; and 
from the Weſt, and from the South, to fit 


down with Abraham, with 1/aac, and with 
Facob, in the Kingdom of God, when him- 
ſelf ſhall be ſhut out. | 

'And it was not the ſmalleſt of the Rich 


Man's Torment, to ſee Lazarms, whom he 
had ſcorned, contemned, and deſpiſed whilſt 


upon Earth, placed in " Abarkbanss Boſom , 


even in the Reſt of God, whilit himſelf had 
changed his Bed of Down for a Bed of 
Flames. 

Let us labour thereſore to enter into 
that Reſt, Heb. 4. 9. into that Reſt that 
remains to the * God, and CE | 


3 


2 „ 3 
FRETS nor _ like the fooliſh Virgins, 
to want the Oil 55 Faith and good Works, 
when ithe Bridegroom is entring into his , 
Chamber, leſt we not being fonnd to be the 
People of God, ſhould be diſowned, and e- 


ternally ſhut out. 
Then lift up your. PP” above theſe 


worldly things, that won'd clog the Wings 
of your Devotion, and hinder you from 

mounting in Meditation and Pra ayer to the 
1 Contemplation of that Reſt, For to be 
+7 a carnally minded is Death; but to be ſpi- 
TR: - ritually minded is Life and Peace, om. S. 6. 
7 And large indeed is the Promiſe to him that 
. overcomes the World, the Fleſh, and the 

Devil, all Temptations and worldly Af- 

fections: For to Him that overcometh, 
will 1 make a pillar en the temple of my God, 
and he fhall go no more out - And 1 will write 

upon him the name of my God, and the name of 
the city of my God, which is new Feruſalem, wlneh 

\ cometh down out of Heaven from my Cod: And 
5 Iwill write apon him my new name, Rev. 3. 
132. 7 appoint yon (ſaith our bleſſed: Saviour) 
2 4 kingdom, as my Father mil 1 * 
| | Lake 1 
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ia the ſecret of the mofr High, ſhall abide in 
' the ſhadow of the Almighty, Pſal. 91. 1, 
For certain it is, though Storms and inward = 


BLVD 


he ſays, Fear not little Flock, for it is your 
| Father's good pleaſure to give you a Kingdom, 
Luke 12. 32. A Kingdom not made with 
Hands, even in the higheſt Heavens, more 
valuable than ten thouſand Worlds. 


in running the Race that is ſet before us, 


— 


Let us then lay alide erery Weight of 
Sin, that does ſo eaſily beſet us, that 


* we may run with Cheerfulneſs the Race 
that is ſet beſore us, and preſs forwards 


to the Mark and Prize of {our high Calling, 
and fear no Danger: For -whoſo. dwelleth 


Troubles threaten the People of God on e- 


4 ery fide, yet he will cover them under bis | 


Wings, and make them inwardly feel Je 


and ladneſs; gives them ſo large a Proſ- 
' pett of the Reſt prepared for them, that with 


St. Paul, they ſhall earneſtly deſire to be 


diſſolved, that they may be with him, and 
even in the Agonies of Death cry out, O 

Death, where is ty Sting? O-Grave, | 

# thy Victory; i. Cor. 15. 55. And ſing 


Triumph, like the dying - If the 


Lord id the” Death of his Saints, Pal. 116. 


Flame; Far preciau zn the ſight of the 


(14 ) 
Aud he wil 9 S- then, and deliver 
* out of all their trouble. 

The Conſideratien of the Love of God, 
- doubtleſs filled David's Heart with Holy 
| Riptures, and made him cry out, Lord 

what is man that thou art thus mindful of 
him; or the ſon of man, that thou” thus re- 
gardeft him? &c. And, 0 that men would 
therefore praiſe the Lord, for bis mercy en- 
dureth for ever. O give thanks uno ed 
Lord, for be. & Lracious, and bis mercy e 

4 dureth for ever. With many the like fer- 
vent Expreſſions breathed from Wonder 

and Adnuration, that God (who his ſo in- 

finitely tranſcendeut) ſhould have ſo much 
Love and Regard to Duſt; which ſnould 
properly remain with Duſt, and not have 
ſo much Honour, as to take the Care-of 
Heaven to have Angels Wings ſubjected 
to his Service 5 as the miniſtring Spirits 
of his Creator: That a great God, migh- 
ty and terrible, that ſitteth upon the Hea- 
vens, and preſſeth the Earth with his Foot, 
whoſe looks dry up Depths, ſhould conde- 
ſcend, fhowld take Puch Care of wretched 

Man, as not only te provide for him all 

things neceſſary in this World, but pre- 
pare me him "EG | Manſions of rs 
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7 hereafter : For 
| the People of God; even to thoſe that know 
and love him. 
{ our, 5. everlaſting Life, to know the true Cod, 
g d Jeſw Chrift , *whom thou hat ſent, | 
” John 17 


| mount all Difficulties and Dangers ; they 
| will make a way through Blood, = 
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"For this, ſaith our Savi- 


And n in this Reſt of Glory there 


are many degrees, there is no defect: For 


although: one Saint ſhall differ like one 


Star from another, yet they all ſhall ſhine : 
neither ſhall the difference cauſe any to com- 
Plain, becauſe in themſelves they ſhall find 


no want; and the Glory of others ſhall be 
as their own: And yet this would but weak- 


4 ly contribute to their Felicity, were it ca- 
pable of an end; for the Thoughts of End- 
ing would abate the Happineſs of Enjoying : 


But Eternity addeth ſo -much to Content-, 


ment in this Glorious Reſt, that as it ad- 
deth to Continuance, ſo it ſwallows up end- 
less Thoughts in Felicity. 


And what is 1 Reſt reſerved to the 
' People of God? | 


Why, it is 4 Kingdom 
| Kingdom , even upon So t * 
not Men adventure? Why, they will ſur- 
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5 (16 5 
We through Death, to attain it, the 
it be but a ſmall corner compared to th 
World; but is a Heavenly Kingdom, a 
Eternal weight of Glory, a Crown of. Righ 
teonſneſs, 'a Kingdom far abeve the Tem 
peſtuous Troubles of the Inferiour World 
and Eternal Kingdom, ſubject to neithe 
Declination nor Change, but furniſhed wit 
all Felicity, without any meaſure of mix 
ture, or Grief, or Miſery ; and this Kingdor 
he has. in remainder for His people, an 
_ « bids every one as he commanded Abraham 
to lift up his Eyes, and look from the plac 
where they are, for all the Land which the 
ſee he will give unto. them for erte, Ge 


13.14. * 

21 e was. 10 concerned 0 
as Ten ee of his Palace, as, to ſay 
I not thus Great Babel, which, have bn. 
for the Houſe o 7 Kingdon, far the bs 
uber of my Majeſty ? 

Ho much more ought the peo ple of Go 
to rejoyce that” OF have Holes built fo 
| them, without | ands, even in the higheſt 

'tertainmeM, Tht beiter Eye dard en 
nor Ear heard, nor Heart-congeived;; for u 
now. they know but in part, then ſha 
* know even 4 hed are known, 1. Co 
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„113. 12. 
with perfect Pleaſure and Joy, which no 
} Underſtanding is able to reach: They 


+ ſhall ſee God Face to Face; 
wipe away all. Tears from their Eyes : 
„and they confeſs with 8. Peter upon Mount 


£ Pleaſuges far 
| 50 for thoſe that love him and 


with 


bold my Glory, 1 
by John, 17. 


of the Body and the Soul , ſhall always 
praiſe. God, et intermiſſion or end: 

The Saints all never. be weary of praiſing 
Sod with that song 5. John calls the 
= To: Song, the An 


. Hebel abs 


. 


and he hall 


Tabor, that it is good for them to be there, 


and account with S. Paul, that the AMi- 
cCtions of this time are not worthy of the 
Glory that 


U be revealed, Ram. 3. 18. 
This alſo dick Holy David reſtiſie, when he 
faid, In thy pr eſence are fulnef of Jey and 


ever more. Pſal. 16. 11. 
Chriſt bas declared, This place remaineth 


1 Gol] 
Phy bis —＋ 


for, ſays he, Fathers, I wi 


And Fg it is, that all the Faculties both 


els ſhall join in Co- 
one with everlaſting 


O that Men ol then pleaſe the Lord; 
that hap would walk * and rice 


us, to Mymen his'T 


(17) 
There the Saints ſhall be filed © 


And 


e may be- 
which ite, La g, me : 


; ® 


1 tote him, that theyimight not fail to enter If 
| with the Bridegtoom into this Chamber of 1 
everlaſting Reſt; for, Very gloriom thing: 

axe ſpolen of thee, O thou City of God, 
Pſal. 67. 3. And, O hom ie are thy | 
Addmecllings \ thou Lord of Ho; - bleſſed are 

| te that dwell in thy Houſe, + they al als 
W-- - ways be praiſing - thee... Pſal. 81. 14. 0 
1% what a joyful thing will it be, when we hear 
7p at the going out of this World. comfortable 
3 Voice, bidding us look up; becauſe our Re- 
deemption draws nigh, . Lale 7 28. and 
© the. ſweet Muſick of Avife""my my fair 
<8 one, and come ti may; for Abad tre 5 a 
the ſuawer is over, and the . appeared 


n our land, Cant. 2 10 Wilen the Holy 
Angels and Saints already poſfeſſeck of that 
KReſt, ſhall marvel, and fay, Who 2 this that 
MW 3 comgth > up out of the wildernch, ng upon her 
1 beloved? Which may give you nl canſe to 


"RY ; ſing with the Privicely Prophet: Halt Lord 
| -nadnot belped me, it lad not failed, bn my Soul 
"ſhould have beenmpur to fehenbe. Afck it ite is only 
becahſe the Lord is good and gracious, 
=: that there remæintih à Ref} tothe Pepple of God. 
= pa "Fee tain as that the thoughts öf this Reſt, 
ind date view of it by. the" 'Eye of 
5g Faith, 1 ace, Sou P 9 7 Ne 
: 7 ge. 
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Ir Contemplation, many times to imagine 


| is in poſſeſſion of it, even whilſt it is de- 


* 


a ed on this ſide Eternity, and earneſtly to 
ant after it, when it, upon more ſerious 
deliberation, finds it retained by corporal 
ands, with a Love and Deſire ſtronger 


nan Death; a Love that ſubdueth all earth- 


y things, and conſtrains us to condemn all 
e Vanities and Glories of this World, 


baking Chriſt and his Kingdom the alone 


entre of all Happineſs, the only valuable 
reaſure, which when a wiſe Man has 
pund in a Field, heſelleth all be hath'to buy 
at Field. And of this exceeding Love, 
t. Paul gives Teſtimony, when he ſays, 
othirig ſhall ſeparate ns from the Love ef 
dad, which is in Feſus Chriſt. And again, 
e confirms his boundleſs Hope and Happi- 
eſs, by ſaying, 1» all things we are more 
an Conquerotrs, through him that has lo- 
ed ; Conquerors over Paſſions and 
railties, over Pride, Vain- glory, rich 
lonour, and all this World counts dear and 
leaſant : This, after his Converfion made 
im leave his Friends, his Wealth, his 
ountry, and every thing that he before had 
aken Delight in, to wander about, — 
unger , Impriſonment, Oppreſlion , 
{tly, to ſeal his Love to his Maſter, who 
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2 (20) 
= 4 7 . * prepare a Manſion for: hind mh b. 
3 with his Blood. FP. 
E-2 >. The Praſpect of Heaven and eternal re. h 
3 city made Holy David ſay, That his Lot fn 
=. FA was fallen in a fair Land, and that he bad af n 
 goodly Heritage. And how joyful can wg I. 
= but believe that Sentence of our . Saviour} t 
do the blind Man, when he ſaid, 62 {i 
1 way, thy faith bath ſaved thee + For het, Ther 
E.  -- wvemdinaha Ref to the People of G; A Reſ 
+ of Peace, an everlaſting Reſt, of endleſſ 
1 and boundleſs Felicity; For bow ami able ar 
e amelings, thou Lord of Hoſts ? Bleſſed a 
ey chat duet in thy Youſe, they ſhal be alwayſ 
oo ng thee, aud very gloriou things are ſpoke 
vey O thou Cay 4 God. And juſt whe 
Ah enter thoſe Gates of Life, with Rap 
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